1 Samuel 1-8, Notes and Exposition, Firm Foundation Christian Church, 2/18/11
1. 1 Sam and 2 Sam originally one Book, broken out to 2 in Septuagint (Greek Translation from which we get our Bible), written after David’s death (970 BC) as his death is recorded in 2 Sam 23, author unknown—traditionally Samuel, Nathan, and Gad (Sam died in 1 Sam 25), covers from end of period of Judges and transition to monarchy, gives historical background to most of the Psalms (David wrote many)

2. General Outline: Samuel, Prophet and ‘Last Judge’ (1-8), Saul (9-15), David (16-31)

3. 1:1-3 Meet Elkanah, Sam’s dad, an Ephraimite, two wives!? (one is God’s design), God does not condone polygamy or any other sin, but He tells it like it is. The Bible is honest about human failures, and this is an evidence of its trustworthiness.

4. 1:3, 1:12-14, 2:12, 2:24 Meet Eli and his sons, Eli effectively a Judge and a devout one, Hophni and Phinehas are pinheads, hide behind religion to cover greed and lust (apply to today’s church), See Numbers 32:23 get caught sooner or later, result is judgment (2:22-36), in fact Chapter 3 is the record of Samuel’s 1st recorded prophecy which is that judgment
5. 1:5, 1:11, 1:19-20 Meet Hannah, barren as Sarah was, vows her son to the Lord’s service if the Lord grants her one, answered prayer after years of entreats and prayers

6. 2:1-10 Hannah’s Prayer, similar to Magnificat (Mary’s prayer in Luke 1), prayer is full of praise to God, and also prophetic , 2:6 Resurrection see Rev 1:18, 2:10b speaks of Jesus see Psalm 89:24-27; Rev 1:6-7, keys to life belong to Jesus—the only way

7. 3-4, 3 noted earlier, account of Sam’s prophecy, 4:1-11 Philistines defeat Israel, Ark captured, Eli and sons die as prophesied

8. 5:1-6:8 Philistines and the Ark, brought to Dagon’s temple, Dagon is the fish god said to be father of Baal, falls on his face, everyone will worship God one way or another see Phil 2:9-10, we can pick our gods of sin up but God will stand in judgment of them, 5:6-7 judgment comes from profaning the holy, 5:6-12 you can’t get rid of God no matter what you do, this is the world’s reaction and our country’s by and large to get God out and send him away, when we persist on that path judgment follows as here also Deut 28, 6:1-8 visual reminders of the ugliness of sin and its judgment (why) for the purpose of calling people to Himself also see Num 21:9, and this is the purpose of the Rev plagues to get people to call on the Name of the Lord, but most people do not…
9. 1Sam 6:9-7:2 ark returned to Beth Shemesh in Israel, 6:19 judgment due to irreverence, God’s Ark is not a curiosity but a Holy Place, so holy in fact that only the High Priest could be in its presence once a year according to the law, God requires that He be approached on His terms not any way we want, His terms are belief in faith in Christ and those are the only terms, 7:2 lamenting=repentance, changing their ways and doing it God’s way now
10. 1 Sam 7:3-17, Samuel judges Israel, 7:3-4 spiritual revival, 7:8 trust the result, 7:10 the deliverance, 7:13 rest in the land (sound familiar—cycle is in Judges)
11. 1 Sam 8, Israel demands a human King, Israel never had a king because God was King and it was a theocracy run by God’s Prophets and Judges humanly speaking Moses-Joshua-Judges (Samuel the last judge), 8:1-3 ungodly sons of Samuel, 8:4-5 request for a king to be like other nations, 8:6-7 rejection is of God not Samuel, people reject Christ not us when they reject the gospel message, Samuel explains some consequences of their desires just as we would explain the consequences of living life without God in 8:11-18, 8:19-22 Samuel accedes to the request for a king which is not God’s perfect will but it is His permissive will (God will allow us to try things our own way, and we will eventually fall on our faces), in history the kings degenerated and eventually Israel was carried away captive, then Christ the King came, now in matters of faith and practice we have Christ as King if we are saved, Jesus was the only one truly qualified to be King, Priest, and Prophet

12. Next Week: Saul (1 Sam 9-15), the people’s choice

