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“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13, NKJV)
    These words have been a comfort to tested believers throughout the ages and they still are today. We find in them the sovereignty of God affirmed. He is always in control of all circumstances. He is truly the Immovable Rock of the Christian. Our Scripture text is naturally separated by punctuation into five parts. We will examine each part in turn.

    “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man” is a trustworthy statement. Do not think it an unusual thing when trials come your way (1 Peter 4:12). Jesus Christ Himself has promised that “in this world you will have tribulation” (John 16:33). There are three categories of trials that are common to all men and women. They are the “lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16). Testings of each category come in various forms to each and every one of us. There are some in every age in every place who have undergone trials very similar to yours, and some to a much greater degree than you are experiencing. The purpose of them is to prove our faith. God does not solicit to sin, although we can react to what life throws at us in sinful ways. Rather, God allows the tests to come and it is His sovereign will that we persevere in the faith through them and not fail (James 1:12-14).
    “But God is faithful.” It is one thing to know this to be a truth and affirm it in the mind only. It is another thing altogether to experience this truth with the heart, will, and strength as well. When the man or woman of God can place this blessed preposition at the end of a statement of circumstance with full confidence, then he or she is mature in the Christian faith. ‘I lost my job, but God is faithful’. ‘I failed Jesus again. I did that same awful sin and I don’t know if I could even forgive myself, but God is faithful’. ‘I know not where my next meal will come from, but God is faithful’. Look at Job, whose amazing trials and perseverance through them have been recorded in the Holy Writ for our benefit. Job was able to come to the place where he could affirm the faithfulness of God through the worst of circumstances. It was not easy and it took time, and if you too have been humbled in such a fashion then it will be likewise for you. ‘I lost my property, but God is faithful’. ‘I lost my children, but God is faithful’. ‘I lost my health, but God is faithful’. “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the Name of the LORD” (Job 1:21. Can you identify with David? ‘The authorities seek my destruction, but God is faithful’. ‘My son is against me, but God is faithful’. ‘I am homeless and must seek safety and shelter in a cave, but God is faithful’. How about the Apostle Paul? ‘My kinsmen seek my life, but god is faithful’. ‘People accuse me of wrong motives, but God is faithful’. ‘I have an illness—a thorn in the flesh, but God is faithful’. Forget not to add this to your praise as well. Surely, the Giver of all good gifts is worthy of such praise (Psalm 147:1-6; James 1:17).
    Our God is a God “who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able”. Testing is necessary for spiritual growth (James 1:2-4). However, there will never be a time when the Lord will test us beyond our ‘breaking point’. If we think of severity of testing on a scale of one to ten, and you can only handle a seven, you will not be tested with a trial that measures out at eight. Neither will the test be a six. It will be a seven, or your faith will not be stretched. There is one last point with regard to this point that must not be missed. Christian, if you try to make it through anything without Christ, you will fail miserably. Without Him, you can do nothing (John 15:5).
    Our Faithful God promises that “with the temptation (He) will also make the way of escape.” The way through the trial is given by God Himself. It will be His way, and not (necessarily) your way. It will always be consistent with His character and His Word. Are you being tested now, friend? Take hold of Christ, cling to Him, and seek His will. Cease not wrestling with Him until the break of dawn. Surely as the dawn will come, the blessing will arrive with it—although your hip may be removed from its socket. Are you not in a trial now? Praise God for your fortunate circumstance! Redeem the time, for one is coming sooner or later. The Bible is your training manual. Learn God’s ways through it that you may be found approved when the day of testing arrives.
    The reason that you are to take hold of Christ in the moment of testing is “that you may be able to bear it.” Trials will not be removed or made to disappear or you would never grow onward towards maturity in the faith. We are called to endure the trials through reliance upon God, not to escape them altogether else we may never learn to rely upon Him. Without God, you will head down the road to despair. With Him, you will be brought to the place where He can use you as a testimony to help others who are going through similar circumstances. You will also know the joy of a life lived close to Him.

    Is anyone hearing or reading of these things who has not a relationship with God through Jesus Christ? If so, I have some things to say to you. You will be without the one thing that will get you through the storms of life if you do not reconcile with Him. Seek Him today, and you will have peace in your unsettled spirit. That peace will get you through this life and into the next. On the authority of God’s Word, you will be guaranteed a place in heaven (John 3:16; 14:1-6). May God bless you as you go forth in the newness of life.
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