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Leviticus Made Easy 

The Book of Leviticus is one of the most difficult books in the Bible for a new Christian to understand. Many a Christian has stopped reading through the Bible upon encountering this Book of Scripture. The purpose of this study is to help you understand how Leviticus fits in God’s overall plans for the ages and for your life. 


Leviticus is the third Book of the Bible. It is also the third of five books penned by Moses. Moses wrote the first five Books of the Bible, also known as the Torah or Pentateuch. The internal evidence of the book points to Mosaic authorship (Leviticus 1:1). Jesus and the New Testament writers also affirmed that Moses wrote it. See Matthew 8:4 in reference to Leviticus Chapter 13 as a case in point. 


The first major theme of Leviticus is holiness. Leviticus 19:2 is the key verse here. God is holy and set apart above His creation. It follows therefore that He gets to make the rules by which we can approach Him. We must do it on His terms. God set forth the rules for Israel, and many are very specific. God hasn’t changed. Today He makes the terms for salvation. We can accept them or reject them, but He does not leave us the option of making up our own. We must believe upon the Name and finished work of Jesus Christ in faith (John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 13:8). No ifs, ands, or buts. He is God. He makes the terms.

The second major theme of Leviticus is the blood atonement. Leviticus 17:11 is the key verse here. It is applied to Jesus Christ in Hebrews 9:22. There is no getting around the fact that a perfect blood sacrifice was necessary to take away sin and make reconciliation possible between a Holy God and sinful men and women. That demanded the bloody sacrifice of the Son of God. The Old Testament sacrifices, and the entire law, were designed to bring us to the point that we realize we cannot do it ourselves so that we will realize our need for a Savior God (Galatians 3:24). 


The Book of Leviticus can be broken down into four parts. Leviticus 1-7 records the Old Testament sacrifices necessary to approach God. When we look at all the blood and gore, we are reminded of the horror of sin and the death that it requires (Romans 6:23). It should cause the Christian to appreciate Jesus’ sacrifice all the more. Without Christ, we are headed for spiritual death. Thank God He chose life for those who believe, even while we were His enemies! Leviticus 8-10 speaks of the Old Testament priesthood. A Priest is someone who represents someone else before God. Today the High Priest is Jesus Himself (1 Timothy 2:5). Because we can go directly to Him, we can represent ourselves before Him through God the Son. In this sense, every Christian is part of the priesthood of believers (1 Peter 2:5). Leviticus 11-16 records physical purity laws, which illustrate spiritual purity in all their detail. Leviticus 17-27 contains content relating to moral and spiritual purity. We are called to be both inwardly and outwardly holy. We will never quite arrive in this lifetime, but we do need to strive to live lives pleasing to and close to God if we expect to have communion and fellowship with Him. We can fool other people, but we cannot fool God in these areas. 


One final point that should be brought out in this brief survey of Leviticus is the feast days recorded in Leviticus 23 and their significance. Just like everything else in the Old Testament, these feasts point to the work of the Savior, Jesus Christ God’s Son. The feast of Passover points to His sacrifice (1 Corinthians 5:7). The feast of Unleavened Bread points to His sinlessness and our need to be set apart living holy lives (Hebrews 9:26; Matthew 16:6-11). The feast of Firstfruits points to the Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20). The feast of Pentecost points to the coming of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17; Acts 1-2). The feast of Trumpets points to the Rapture and the Day of the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Hebrews 9:28). The feast of Atonement speaks of the blood sacrifice of Christ (Hebrews 9:22). The feast of Tabernacles speaks of God Himself living among His people (John 1:14; Revelation 21-22).


If you bear all these main principles in mind as you read Leviticus, you will be aided in your understanding of it. Remember that everything in the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ (Luke 24:25-27). May you be blessed in your reading and understanding of Leviticus. Amen.
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