Book of Romans, Detailed Bible Study Outline, By Steven Jackson, Firm Foundation Christian Church

1. 1:1-7 Introduction and greeting.
a. 1:1 Author: Paul the Apostle
i.
A bondservant of Christ, (slave to, belonging to Christ)
1. All Christians truly belong to Christ as gifts from God the Father to His Son. (John
17:6-12, 6:39-40)
a. Purchased and redeemed by His blood. (1 Cor 6:19-20, Acts 20:28, Gal 3:13)
b. Part of His own body. (1 Cor 6:15)
c. Is there any greater honor than to be called one of Christ's sheep, whom He
personally watches over as the Good Shepherd? (John 10:1-16)
d. And yet, while we have been purchased, Christ does not see us in this way. We are
His friends. And brothers through adoption. (John 15:15)
e. Forever set free from the power of sin. We willingly give ourselves to Christ as slaves
to righteousness, which comes from Him. (Rom 6:16,20-22)
ii.
Called to be an apostle
1. Directly by Christ (Acts 9:1-15, Gal 1:1)
2. Into the office of Apostle. The New Testament version of a prophet. He received direct
revelation from Jesus and preached this message. (Gal 1:11-12)
3. In a similar manner, the church and every individual Christian is called out of the world.
Out of darkness and into light. (1 Peter 2:9)
iii.
Separated to the gospel of God
1. Paul gave the rest of his life for this purpose. To spread the gospel of God.
2. The gospel isn't just good news, but God's revealed plan for our salvation.
b. 1:2 This gospel was promised through His prophets and Holy Scripture.
i.
Though it is called the New Testament, the gospel is not new and had been foretold
throughout the Old Testament, though veiled in parts. (Col 1:26-27)
ii.
Gen 3:15 is the first mention of this gospel. When the serpent is told by God that the seed of
the woman would bruise His head.
c. 1:3 The gospel is about Jesus, our Lord. The promised Christ, descendant of David in the flesh.
i.
2 Sam 7:12-13 God promised to establish the throne of David forever. Jesus is the Son of
David, directly descended. Luke’s gospel traces the line all the way from Adam. (Matthew
1:1-17, Luke 3:23-38)
ii.
Jesus is Lord over all. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. (Mat
28:18) Every knee will bow to Him and every tongue will confess that He is Lord.
d. 1:4 Powerfully demonstrated to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead.
i.
Amongst other signs, the resurrection proved beyond doubt that Jesus was the Son of God.
(John 10:25-30, Acts 2:24)
ii.
Christ prophesied His own death and resurrection, proving His knowledge of the divine plan.
(Mark 8:31)
iii.
According to this verse He was raised from the dead by the Holy Spirit. But all members of
the trinity were involved. (Gal 1:1, 1 Peter 3:18, John 10:18)
e. 1:5-7 Through Christ there is grace as well as instruction for His saints.
i.
The apostles were sent with declarative authority to bring people to the obedience of faith
throughout all the world. (Mat 28:16-20)
ii.
Paul addresses the epistle to the saints in Rome, beloved of God.
1. All true believers are saints. Set apart and justified by His blood.
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2. The beloved Son was Jesus (Mat 3:17, 17:5), but through His Spirit we are also beloved
and adopted into His family. (Rom 8:15-16, Eph 1:5)
iii.
Grace and peace from God and Christ. Can there be any greater comfort outside of God’s
grace and peace?
2. 1:8-15 Paul desires to visit Rome and details his thoughts concerning them.
a. Notice the general spirit of grace and praise from verse 1 through 9. In this short space, Paul
honors God, gives instruction, and encourages these saints whom he has not yet even met.
What have we lost in modern communication?
b. 1:8-10 He offers prayers for these believers. Giving thanks to God for their faith. This is
something to be emulated. We should pray for all the saints. “Your kingdom come, Your will be
done.” (Mat 6:10)
c. Rome was known for their faith and Paul asked God to find a way to get to them. The irony
being that when he does finally reach Rome, it is as a prisoner.
d. 1:11-12 His desire to visit was for their benefit as well as his own.
i.
To impart some spiritual gift:
1. Paul had been given the power to perform miraculous signs. (Acts 19:11-12)
2. He wished to go to Rome and strengthen them however he could to help establish them,
to check and secure a firm foundation for them, as the early church was under constant
threat from within and without.
ii.
He was hoping and expecting mutual encouragement, something that should be familiar
amongst believers as we are all members of the same body of Christ. (1 Cor 12:12-14, Rom
12:4-5)
iii.
1:13-15 Though he has been hindered in his desire to visit the saints in Rome, he wishes to
visit that he might have some fruit among them as He has had with other Gentiles.
1. 1:13 Notice his care for what might seem a trivial thing. Their feelings and thoughts
regarding His lack of visit. He takes the time to assure them, he wanted to come sooner,
but was prevented.
2. The fruit spoken of here is the work of conversion.
3. 1:14 It is for this reason that Paul owes a debt to the Greeks and barbarians. For though
his commission is from Christ, it is thanks to them that it is being fulfilled.
4. 1:15 Therefore he is eager to go to Rome. Ready to preach to everyone. Something that
does not sound appealing to most ears, especially under the circumstances he endured.
But he understood the importance.
3. 1:16-17 The gospel of Christ is the power of God to salvation.
a. 1:16 He is not ashamed of this gospel.
i.
Though it is foolishness to those who are perishing, it is the power to us who are being
saved. (1 Cor 1:18-28)
ii.
Neither can we be ashamed. For Jesus says "whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of
him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s,
and of the holy angels." (Luke 9:26)
b. God's power is on display in the resurrection and revealed in multiple aspects through the
Gospel of Christ. This is why he was so eager to preach. He knows that it isn't empty
philosophy.
c. This salvation is available to everyone who believes, but the Jew first, because the promises,
prophets and Christ came through them. ( Mark 16:16, John 3:16, Acts 13:38-39, Rom 10:9-13)
d. The gospel reveals and grants the righteousness of God to those who will live by faith. (Eph
2:4-10)
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4. 1:18-32 Paul now begins to lay down the foundation of his doctrine. That God’s wrath is fully
justified and deserved. Notice the abrupt change in his tone. Immediately after a pleasant greeting,
and declaring that the just shall live by faith, we come to the serious reality of divine wrath. “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Pro 9:10)
a. 1:18-19 Though it is not popular to preach the wrath of God in some churches today, it is
nonetheless a reality spoken of throughout Scripture. Can you imagine, even briefly, the horror
of the all powerful God doling out His wrath and punishment? What does it look like and how
could any man stand against it?
i.

ii.
iii.

iv.

We see some powerful examples of God’s wrath in the Old Testament. The story of Noah is
a perfect example of this. (Gen 6:5-7) Every living creature on the face of the earth was
destroyed except those on the ark.
The wrath of God is promised to all sinners in hell. And Jesus spoke of this frequently. (Mat
5:21-22 & 27-20, Mat 8:10-12, Mat 10:28, Mat 18:8, Mat 23:33, Mat 25:31-46)
The only way to stand against God’s wrath is through His mercy and grace. This began
before time and the creation of the world. (Eph 1:3-6) And was promised to mankind
through the Seed of the woman. (Gen 3:15) Finally fulfilled in the death and resurrection of
Christ. (John 19:28-30, 1 John 4:10)
“revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness.” There is nothing
hidden from the Lord and all will be punished according to their deeds. (Hebrews 4:13)
1. There are many different forms of ungodliness and unrighteousness. Ungodliness may
be seen as anything that lacks the consideration of the Holy and living God. I.e.
Atheism, pride, prayerlessness, lack of due recognition to His expressed will. Whereas
unrighteousness may be more of the actual lawless deeds of man. I.e. murder, rape,
theft.
2. It is not simply that people are unaware, but that they actively suppress the truth and
knowledge of God. We know this to be a vain exercise as no man will escape the
judgment of God. (2 Cor 5:10-11)

v.

God’s wrath is righteous and deserved. His law has been written on our hearts and made
known to all men. Therefore to reject God is a deliberate and willful act of disrespect and
ingratitude. But this is what we all do and why we need God’s mercy.
1. This is speaking of general revelation as opposed to special revelation which came in
the form of His prophets, His Son and Holy Scripture.

b. 1:20 From the beginning of time, God’s work has revealed His nature. His power, wisdom and
order. These attributes are seen and understood by His creation. “The heavens declare the
glory of God” (Psalm 19:1)
i.
ii.

This does not mean all things can be understood. But the evidence for the creator is seen
everywhere. (Isa 40:21-25, Job 36:22-31)
Have you ever stood on the ocean shore or in front of a vast array of mountains? Proper
perspective puts us in a place of lowliness, how truly small we are compared to His majesty.
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iii.
iv.

Our intellect and pride can be dangerous things, but God will humble the proud. (Mat 23:12)
Now that the word has become flesh and Jesus has come to the earth, there is even less
excuse to those who have heard the gospel. This is not to say that there ever was any
excuse to begin with as we will see in the next verse. (John 15:22)

c. 1:21 They knew God, therefore there is no excuse at all for those who reject God. Atheist or
agnostic, to claim ignorance or claim there is no evidence is to call God a liar.
i.
ii.

iii.

Everyone is aware of God, but instead of giving Him the due glory and thanksgiving, they
reject Him and set their attention on the benign, the useless.
As a result, all of their thoughts from that moment forward are empty and blind because
they have no truth or light. Though this is not a preventative for them and in their
foolishness, love the darkness. (John 3:19)
Even Christians can be guilty of this. We commit sins of omission through lack of knowledge
or desire to understand His word. Neglect of duty, unfruitfulness or unfaithfulness.

d. 1:22 Those who prop themselves up against God and His wisdom only show how much of a
fool they truly are. (Pro 26:12)
i.
ii.

Without fear of the Lord, there is no true wisdom. Psalm 14:1 - "The fool has said in his
heart, 'there is no God.'"(1 Cor 3:19)
This becomes our permanent state of existence. When we reject God, we profess ourselves
to be wiser than our creator and our entire world is built on lies. Even to the point that we
create false gods in imitation of our suppressed knowledge.

e. 1:23 Through this self deception mankind has routinely created idol after idol. Giving the due
glory of God to corrupt man and lifeless statues of animals. (Exo 32:1-4)
i.
ii.

f.

This is a violation of the first and second commandment of God. (Exo 20:1-6)
Though idols are nothing but the work of men's hands, unaware and unworthy of worship,
man still goes through the motions to appease their conscience, praying in vain to lumps of
wood. (Isa 45:18-20, Zec 10:2)

1:24-25 Man is created in the image of God. When we reject God, we inevitably reject
ourselves believing we are smarter than we truly are. Therefore, in His divine wisdom God
allows those who reject Him to fulfill their lustful desires. Which ultimately dishonors
themselves.
i.

Given up to uncleanness, in the lust of their hearts, they dishonor their own bodies.
1. How filthy is man’s heart? We have countless perverse examples throughout history
made publicly known. How much worse is that which is hidden?
2. As Christians our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. Any sin against the body of a
believer is directly against the Spirit as well. (1 Cor 6:17-20)
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ii.

Exchanging the truth of God for a lie.
1. The glory and truth of God’s revelation is given up in favor of man’s vain imaginings. We
can see this at work in today’s modern “gender theory”. The idea that a man can be a
woman if he simply “feels that way”. And the world is pushing hard to accept this as
normal.
2. Satan is at work in this matter. For he is the father of lies and blinds the minds of the
unbelieving. (John 8:44, 2 Cor 4:4)

iii.

Serving the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.
1. This is known as idolatry which manifests itself in many ways. From worshiping nature,
statues, ourselves or creating a god in our own mind that doesn’t truly exist. There is no
difference between these things. All of them are lies that set people against the one true
living God. And there are countless people today who are deceived into the latter by
false teachers.
2. "Do as thou wilt" is a common philosophy of those who reject God. And with no true
object to ground ourselves in reality, this will be the standard default. Where every man
does what is right in his own eyes. (Pro 14:12)
3. Notice that Paul cannot mention God without giving praise. Let us learn to do the same.
Praise God!

g. 1:26-27 When people forsake God, God allows them to reap the due penalties of their sinful
acts. He steps out of the way and their unchecked vile passions ultimately lead to rampant
homosexual behavior.
i.

Paul mentions vile passions in association with homosexual behavior. All sin is wrong and
against God’s law, but this one is highlighted as unnatural and shameful for it is against the
foundational design of God’s order. (1 Cor 6:17-20)
1. Homosexual behavior is prohibited in Levitcus 18:22 as an abomination and maintained
throughout the Bible. 1 Cor 6:9 addresses this again and says, amongst other things,
that No homosexual will enter the kingdom of heaven. God’s natural design is for male
and female to join together as one flesh. (Mat 19:4, 1 Cor 6:15-20)
2. God does not cause this sin. Many people say “I was born this way”, but God does not
tempt anyone to sin. (James 1:13-15)

ii.

When our passions and lusts are not bridled by the truth of God, we regress to animalistic
behaviors, convincing ourselves there is no right or wrong, but doing only what feels good.
The penalty mentioned in verse 27 is not explicit, however we know it is the result of
abandoning God’s designed order. And in today's world the CDC states that AIDS is
primarily spread through male to male sexual contact.

iii.

h. 1:28 Re-emphasizing the point; as a result of man discarding the knowledge of God, God gives
them over to their own debased thoughts to do those things they ought not do. (Eph 4:17-19)
see vs 1:21
i.

The depravity of man is a doctrine, which says in effect that man is incapable of doing good.
A result of the wretched effects of sin which spread to mankind through our federal head
and first man, Adam.When left to our own devices we will choose to live a sin filled life. And
5
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ii.

iii.

i.

without God’s direct intervention, we would not, could not choose to serve Him. (Isaiah
64:1-7 begins a powerful prayer asking for God's mercy in spite of this.)
Those under the influence of Satan will extol the virtue of sin, creating excuses and
eventually praising it as something good to be desired. They seek freedom from God, but
apart from his mercy, they will run to their own demise in hell.
And once more, let us remember that the problem isn't simply that men do not know, but
that they choose to discard the knowledge God has given them. And as such God gives
them over to their own perverted thoughts.

1:29-32 We now see a host of sinful behavior which results from the fact mentioned in verse
28. That men do not like to retain the knowledge of God. The following sinful behavior is not to
be considered exhaustive, but a mere sample of common sin practice.
i.

ii.
iii.
iv.

v.
vi.

vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.
xiii.

Sexual immorality - Though lacking a complete and precise definition, sexual immorality is
generally understood as any sexual behavior outside of husband and wife intimacy. This is
a wide category of sin, but includes anything from fornication to homosexual practice and
bestiality. It has become a common practice in our world to see people never getting
married though living together and having children.
Wickedness - a general demeanor of disregard for God’s law and authority. Webster’s
dictionary defines this as morally bad: evil, disgustingly unpleasant: vile.
Covetousness - To wish for or desire that which belongs to someone else. It is the last
commandment listed in Exodus 20:17 and it will lead us astray. (James 1:14-15)
Maliciousness - Having a desire to cause harm. Malice (1) - desire to cause pain, injury or
distress. Malice (2) - intent to commit an unlawful act or cause harm without legal
justification or excuse. (Mark 11:18)
Envy - A painful or resentful awareness of someone else’s belongings or advantages.
Oftentimes leading to sabotage or slander. (Gen 37:3-4)
Murder - The deliberate unlawful killing of another person. Jesus compares anger with
murder in Matthew 5:21-22. And 1 John 3:15 reads: “Whoever hates his brother is a
murderer” (Gen 4:8 First murder)
Strife - Bitter conflict and contentions, prolonging argument. (Pro 28:25, Gen 13:7-9)
Deceit - Dishonesty, lying, deception. (Acts 5:1-11) However, there are some exceptions
mentioned in Scripture. (Exo 1:15-21, Jos 2:1-7)
Evil-mindedness - Having evil thoughts. In the case of depraved sinners, this is most if not
all the time. (Pro 24:17)
whisperers/gossips - Speaking behind people’s back, spreading rumors or sharing
information that doesn’t need to be shared. (Pro 11:9, Eph 4:29)
Backbiters - To say mean or spiteful things about someone not present. (Pro 25:23)
Haters of God - This is self explanatory, but they hate God and blame Him for their own
troubles and evil doings.
Violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil - When there is no regard for God, there is no
regard for anything except personal desires and fulfillment. All of life becomes selfish and
vain and people will not only practice all manner of evil, but will continue to find new ways to
shame and dishonor themselves before God. Though they will reject this shame and
proclaim it as something good, willing to fight those who expose evil for what it is. (Mat
14:3-11)
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xiv.

Disobedient to parents - God considers this so important as to be mentioned in the ten
commandments. And violation of this commandment was punishable by death (Exo
21:15&17, Deut 21:18-21) As well as multiple times throughout the new testament. “Honor
your father and mother,” which is the ﬁrst commandment with promise: “that it may be
well with you and you may live long on the earth.” (Eph 6:1-3, Mat 15:4, Col 3:20)
xv. 1:31 Paul ﬁnally ends this list with some negative examples of things people lack. First
of all discernment, which is the ability to judge well. They can’t be trusted, they do not
love others, neither do they forgive or have mercy.
xvi. 1:32 But worst of all is that they know the righteous judgment of God. They know that
those who practice these things are deserving of death, yet still do them. And not only
do they know this, but they encourage others to do the same. "Pride" parades openly
celebrate hostility towards God. And those who support these parades and lifestyles
advocate a path that leads to death. (2 Pet 2:12-14, Pro 17:15, 28:4, Isa 5:20, Eze 13:22)
5. Self test Introduction and chapter 1

a. Who wrote the Epistles to the Romans?
b. How did he receive his teaching and apostleship?

c. What is the main theme of this Epistle?

d. What is the biblical meaning of the word saint?

e. Why was the author eager to go to Rome?

f. Why has God revealed His wrath on mankind?

g. What is the difference between ungodliness and unrighteousness? Are they the same?

h. What is the only valid excuse to reject God and be spared from the pit of hell?

i. Name at least 2 things that happen to those who knowingly reject God?

j. Who is more guilty and therefore more likely to be punished by God: the one who commits
sin or the one who condones it?
7
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6. Review of chapter 1. After a personal greeting to the saints in Rome, wherein Paul declares the
gospel of Christ as the “power of God to salvation for everyone who believes”, and that the
“just shall live by faith”, he begins to lay the foundation for this gospel and why we need it in
the ﬁrst place. Addressing the guilt of man and the righteous indignation of God, he
establishes that the knowledge of God is undeniable throughout creation. God has made
Himself known and there is evidence to be seen everywhere. Sinful man intuitively knows His
creator, yet suppresses the truth of God in unrighteousness. Therefore God allows sinners to
fulﬁll their unrighteous desires and reap the consequences of their actions.
7. 2:1-16 Paul now begins to address those who claim to know better. This would include the
Jews of his time and any moralist who might think themselves better or judge others for their
sins. ("God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as
this tax collector." - Luke 18:11) Those who claim to have the truth and judge others only store
up wrath for the day of judgment. For the more knowledge we have, the higher the
accountability. (Hebrews 10:26-27, James 3:1)
a. 2:1 There is no excuse for anyone to judge another based on their sins. We are all sinners in
need of God’s grace and mercy. By wrongfully judging others, we only condemn ourselves,
for we admit knowledge of God’s standards, yet we are just as guilty of violating His law.
i.

ii.

iii.

Self righteousness is a common problem for mankind. People often have a substandard
knowledge of God’s holiness and will convince themselves they are good. (Pro 20:6)
Instead of investing time to understand God and reﬂect on His word, they will overlook
their own sins and focus on the lives of other people. (John 8:9)
The Jews believed they would inherit the blessings promised to Abraham simply
because of their heritage. In a similar manner today, there are many who believe they
will automatically go to heaven because they were baptized as an infant or go to church.
Yet neither of these facts alone will save a person. Do you know what is necessary to
save a soul? (Mark 1:15)
(1 Cor 5:11) This is not an all out ban on judgment. Christians are called to use
righteous judgment in accordance with God's truth. We must use wise discernment to
rebuke or distance ourselves from professing Christians who knowingly sin, to sift
through false teachers or to enact church discipline. (John 7:21-24, Mat 7:1-5)

b. 2:2 “But we know”, that is, those who have been taught the law of God and or understand
that there is a difference between good and evil. We know that God judges righteously and
true against all sin.
i.

(Isaiah 45:19) The judgment of God is according to truth because it is God who
establishes truth. He is the standard by which all truth is measured. His work is perfect
and without injustice, therefore His word cannot deceive. (Deut 32:3-4, Psalm 33:4-5,
Titus 1:2, Heb 6:18)
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ii.

(Jer 17:10) When God judges a man, it is without error and is perfect judgment because
He sees through the outward appearance and into our secret thoughts.

c. 2:3 If we are judging others in any capacity, we must have a real understanding and
knowledge of our own sin state. For those who judge others will be held accountable, not
only to their own standards, but also to God's holy standard. (Luke 6:37-38)
i.

ii.

iii.

There is a measure of self deceit and lack of awareness in the sin of hypocrisy. To
overlook our own sins while pointing out others, seems to be inviting God for His
immediate judgment. (Mat 23:29-33, Pro 16:5)
Consider the parable of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18:21-35. The king forgave a
servant who owed an enormous debt after he begged and pleaded. But afterwards, this
same servant went out and demanded repayment with violence for a debt he was owed.
When the king found this out he ordered that the wicked servant be tortured. At the end
of the parable Jesus said "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from
his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”
None will escape the coming judgment except those who are covered by the blood of
Jesus and wear His righteousness.

d. 2:4 God's goodness is unparalleled and it is only because of this fact that we come to
repentance at all. (Eph 2:8) He displays this goodness to all men, and far more than is
rightly deserved. But Instead of contemplating on this goodness, it is wholly taken for
granted.
i.

ii.

iii.

(Eze 18:31-32, 33:11) Our days on this earth are numbered. And it is only by the grace of
God that we stand moment to moment. His goodness allows us time while we still have
breath to turn away from sin. Can you name one good reason that God should allow you
another day on this earth? Let us give Him thanks for His mercy.
(2 Pet 3:1-9) Forbearance and longsuffering - God holds back His immediate judgment.
With enduring patience He is slow to anger and abundant in mercy. He will forgive those
who turn to Him in repentance. But He will by no means clear the guilty. (Num 14:18)
It is thanks to the goodness of God that leads us to repentance. (Tit 3:3-7)

e. 2:5 (Ecc 8:11) Those self righteous persons who will not humble themselves to
acknowledge their own sins will do nothing, but add to their own negative account for the
day of judgment.
i.

Without Christ, this is the only possibility. For He is the only way offered for the
forgiveness of our sins. Every evil deed will be weighed and counted on the day of
judgment. Even every idle word we speak and those things we do in secret. (Rom 2:16,
Mat 12:36)
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ii.

iii.

(Heb 3:12-15) The hardening of our hearts leads us away from God. Even those who
believe they are in God’s will can, and will, be deceived by sin if it is allowed to run free.
Therefore diligence on our part is required that we do not stray. We must repent of any
sin as soon as we become aware of it. And exhort each other to repent if we become
aware of the sins of another.
(Rev 16:8-11) When the day of judgment arrives, those who have rejected the grace of
God still will not repent of their sins, but blame Him for their troubles.

f. 2:6-11 "it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment" Everyone will stand
before God. The righteous and the unrighteous. God, who is righteous and just will give to
everyone exactly what they deserve. Nothing will be hidden, for God knows all. (Job 34:11,
Jer 17:10, Heb 9:27)
i.

ii.

iii.

iv.
v.

vi.

vii.

viii.

(2 Cor 5:10) At this time, our deeds will be taken into account and punished or rewarded
as God sees ﬁt, according to what we did with the life and talents He has given us. And
though the just will be saved by grace through faith in Christ, God will repay us for our
righteous efforts or for our evil deeds. (Mat 6:19-22, 10:28, 16:27)
(Rev 7: 9-17) Heaven is a place for glory and honor and peace. Called the heavenly
Jerusalem and city of the living God, it is a place to worship the Lord and there will be an
innumerable number of angels as well as men and women from all nations and tribes of
the earth. Jesus will dwell among the inhabitants of heavens and there will no longer be
any hunger or thirst or tears for any reason. (Heb 12:22, Rev 7:9-10, 16-17)
(Mat 13:41-42) Hell on the other hand, is also a real place, described by Jesus as a place
of torment and everlasting ﬁre prepared for the devil and his angels. But everyone who
does not have the blood of Christ to cover their sins will ﬁnd themselves here as well.
(Mat 25:41, Rev 20:15)
Additionally, there will be degrees of rewards or suffering accordingly. (Luke 12:47-48, 1
Cor 3:11-15)
(V7)”patient continuance” We are counseled many times regarding the importance of
perseverance. It is regarded as a mark of true conversion. Those who run the race till
the end, whose eyes are always on the prize, seeking for the glory and honor only He can
bestow, will live in peace in His immortal presence. (1 John 2:19, Mat 24:9-13, Mat
10:22)
(John 15:1-4) It is not accurate to say that we must act and do good or else be
punished, but that our actions are a reﬂection of the reality within us. Our good deeds
are evidence of our salvation and not the cause for it. (James 2:14-17)
(2 Cor 5:17) Those who are truly saved have been regenerated. They are a new creation
by an act of God and are in the process of being sanctiﬁed. Which process does not end
until it is complete and we are gloriﬁed with Christ. (Php 1:6)
On the other hand, those who do not obey God, but rather obey their own selﬁsh and
lustful hearts, will receive their due reward, which is wrath and indignation. (1 John
2:15-17)
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ix.

x.

xi.

( 2 Cor 13:5) We must be diligent in this matter. For it is possible to deceive ourselves.
There are many false professions and there are many corrupt teachers. Some people
think they can pick and choose which parts of the Bible to follow while others have
never opened it at all, making up their own ideas as they go along. But claiming a belief
in God is not enough and will not save you. (165 million adults in America profess to be
Christian.) (1 John 2:3-4, Jer 17:9,)
(V9-11) (Mark 12:14) God does not show favoritism to anyone. Your race, nationality
and or ancestry matter nothing when it comes to salvation. You will be dealt with
according to your own sins. "The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself,
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself." (Eze 18:20)
However, we are held accountable for the degree of truth and light that has been given
to us. Such is why the Jews are mentioned ﬁrst. They hold a special place in God's plan
for salvation. Given the law and prophets, they should be the ﬁrst to understand that
grace is by faith. “For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required;
and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.” (Luke 12:47-48)

g. 2:12 Everyone who sins is guilty, period. Whether they live in the remote places of the earth
and only have a general revelation of God or they have been privileged to know the special
revelation of God. “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men.” and "The soul who sins shall die." (Rom 1:18, Eze 18:20)
h. 2:13-16 The Jews have the written law which judges them. But the gentile world has God's
law written in their hearts and as such, are just as guilty. For their conscience bears witness
against them and God knows the truth of our internal reality when we ignore or obey our
conscience.
i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

(V13) Not the hearers, but the doers. The Jews did not garner any special favor in God's
eyes, simply because they heard the law spoken or because it was passed down
through generations of their bloodline. Nor is anyone granted access to heaven simply
because they might go to church on Sundays or listen to so-called Christian radio. (Mat
3:9, 7:24-27)
It is easy to discard the role of works in regards to our salvation. But Scripture warns us
that righteous works should be evident and Jesus said "Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the ﬁre." (Mat 7:15-27, James 2:14-17)
(V14) Though they "do the things in the law" that is not to say that any of them have
done such a good work as to merit heaven. Or that they have kept the law where the
Jews could not, but only that the law is shown to be at work inside them by their refrain
of certain evils. ("shall not murder, shall not commit adultery.")
(V15) "work of the law written in their hearts" Even those who declare themselves
atheist still show understanding of the natural law. That there is a difference between
right and wrong. Although the suppression of truth is at work and blatantly expressed in
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v.

vi.

postmodern theories, you would be hard pressed to encounter someone who believes it
is right to steal or rape a child. (Job 9:20)
"Conscience also bearing witness" The conscience is not the law. God's law exists
eternally unchanging. But our conscience is a tool given to us by God, to observe and
direct us according to His law. And the fact that we have a conscience is proof that we
are aware of right and wrong. Therefore our conscience will bear witness against us.
Either to excuse or accuse us on the day of judgment against His law.
(V16) Every man and woman will be judged through Jesus Christ. (Mat 25:31-32, John
5:22)

i. 2:17-20 The Jewish nation was an honored one. A chosen people, to whom God had
revealed Himself directly, to give them the law and from their line, bring forth Christ. Having
the privilege of God's written word, they should know with certainty, His will and what was
truly good and bad. But this only brought about a sense of superiority and a religious
dogma void of true understanding and spirituality.
i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

(V17) They may have been called Jews, but they were legalists relying on their own
understanding and application of the law. Their entire understanding was void of the
larger implications and necessary faith in Christ. (Mat 27:6, Mark 3:1-4)
It is proper and right to boast in God. For there is nothing to boast of in ourselves. He is
worthy of all praise and worship. "I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall
continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; The humble shall
hear of it and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt His name together.
(Ps 34:1-3, 1 Co 1:31, 2 Co 10:17, Jer 9:24)
(V18) Having been instructed by the law, the Jews had the possibility for proper
knowledge and the ability to approve that which is right and good, but they relied on
themselves and didn't have a right relationship with God. They did not know what Jesus
meant by "I desire mercy and not sacriﬁce." (Ho 6:6, Isa 1:11-17, Mat 9:10-13, 1 Tim
1:8-10)
(V19) Their self conﬁdence was a hindrance. They were so certain of themselves to be a
guide to the blind, and a light to those in darkness that they were blinded themselves as
Jesus said of them, "They are blind leaders of the blind." (Pro:14:16, Mat 15:14)
The world teaches that self conﬁdence is a grand thing to be desired, but such
conﬁdence in ourselves is a dangerous belief that turns us away from God. Everything
we have is a gift from God. From our life and bodies, to our personalities and talents. We
can not live without God and would not know love apart from Him. He is the author and
ﬁnisher of our faith. And in Him we live and move and have our being. (Acts 17:2, Heb
12:2)
(V20) (Mat 15:8-9) They had the form of knowledge and truth, but were lacking in
reality. Jesus said of the Pharisees that they tithed mint and cumin, but neglected the
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. All the “good” a person might
do in their life is irrelevant without God.
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j. 2:21-24 Coming back around to how the chapter began, Paul questions the self
righteousness and hypocritical nature of the Jewish people. Yes, they had been given the
law and honor that other men did not receive, but were they using this knowledge to their
advantage? It would seem evident they did not. For "the name of God is blasphemed among
the Gentiles because of you." (2 Sam 12:14, Isa 52:5, Eze 36:16-21, Mat 3-5)
k. 2:25 Circumcision was an important part of Jewish tradition. It originated as a sign of the
covenant given to Abraham by God and was to be maintained throughout generations. It
was so serious in God's eyes that if a male child was not circumcised, that child must be
cut off from among his people. In the time of Moses, the law was introduced and the
obligation of circumcision was renewed. Paul is expressing in this verse, that the law and
circumcision are inseparably tied together. He is saying that if the neglect of circumcision
violates and nulliﬁes the law. Then to violate and neglect the law was to nullify the
circumcision. Therefore circumcision is only proﬁtable if you keep the law, which none of
them could do. (Gen 17:9-14, Ex 4:24-26, Lev 12:2-3)
i.

Though Jesus Himself was circumcised, circumcision is no longer required as a sign of
the covenant. "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.".
(Acts 15, Rom 10:4, 1 Cor 7:18-20)

l. 2:26-29 Continuing in this line of thought, and bringing the chapter to a close, once again
we ﬁnd that God is a discerner of the heart. Circumcision, an act done to our ﬂesh, means
nothing if it is not accompanied by a renewed spirit and actions that match our profession.
In this we have the principle understanding regarding the circumcision of the heart. ( Deut
10:12-17, 30:6, Jer 4:4, 9:25-26)
i.

ii.

iii.

(V26) As mentioned earlier in this chapter, verse 11, God shows no partiality. Jewish or
Gentile, It is not our words that justify us, but our hearts. What are the motives behind
your actions? God sees through it all and will reward those who truly turn to Him in fear
and love. (Eze 33:19, Acts 10:34-35)
(V27) Jesus made this same declaration in Mat 12:41-42. Those who fulﬁll the will of
God will be set in high places. It doesn't matter what knowledge or experience you may
have had in life, it is to no avail if you do not come to the cross and acknowledge your
need for the salvation Jesus offers.
(V28-29) Our heritage, and upbringing hold no value in regards to salvation. Neither does
the name by which we call ourselves. Even if there is an outward appearance of
righteousness, without an inward change and a renewed heart there is nothing to
expect, but condemnation and judgment. If we are to ﬁnd favor in the eyes of God we
must believe in His Son and trust what Jesus told Nicodemus "unless one is born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God." And such a birth does not occur through the letter
of the law, but by the Spirit of God. (John 3:3, Php 3:2-3)
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8. Self test chapter 2
a. In verse 1, we are told that those who judge others only condemn themselves. Does this
mean Christians should never judge others?

b. How or in what way is the judgment of God according to truth?

c. Why are forbearance and longsuffering considered to be riches of God's goodness?

d. Paul writes that God "will render to each one according to his deeds." Does this mean we
will be judged by our works? Explain

e. True or false: The Jews hold a special place in God's plan for salvation.

f. In regards to the last question. Is this a beneﬁt or a burden?

g. If the gentile world never received the law, how are they a "law to themselves"?

h. Is it appropriate or inappropriate to "boast in the Lord"? Why?

i. True or false: Circumcision was given to Abraham from God as a sign of His promise. And it
was to be maintained throughout all generations. This is why Jesus was circumcised and
since we are to emulate Christ, it is important that we continue the tradition set before us.

j. What does this statement mean? "He is a Jew who is one inwardly" ?
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9. Review of chapter 2: Moving forward with his argument, Paul shifts his focus from the heathen
world who live without any acknowledgement of God, to those who believe in morality and the
Jews themselves. Starting off by calling attention to the sin of hypocrisy, he addresses the fact
that those who judge others only condemn themselves, for they practice the same things. And
as God is the ultimate judge who knows the secret things in our life, we should keep this in
remembrance. For God's goodness is the only thing that brings us to repentance. His
forbearance and longsuffering are truly gifts we don't deserve. And so long as we do not
acknowledge His goodness and do not repent, His wrath is being stored against us,
accumulating like a treasury of fearful anticipation for the day of judgment.
On the day of wrath and revelation, God "will render to each one according to his deeds." To
those who live a life of unrighteousness, who do evil and are self seeking, not obeying the truth,
these will receive indignation, wrath, tribulation and anguish. But those who work what is good
with patient endurance, seeking the glory and honor of God will ﬁnd eternal life. This judgment
will come through Jesus Christ upon every man and woman, Jew or Gentile. For God shows no
partiality and there is simply no excuse. The Jews have the written law of God, but the Gentiles
show the work of the law written on their hearts and have their conscience to bear witness
against them.
The chapter ends with the clariﬁcation of the fact that Jews will have no special favor in the
eyes of God for the mere fact of their birth or circumcision. For while they have been instructed
in the law and make their boast in God, they are overconﬁdent and self righteous, forgetting
their history and sinful past. They too are hypocritical and the Gentile world blasphemes the
name of God because of them. They may have the sign of the covenant through circumcision,
but that means nothing if they do not fulﬁll the law. Therefore the true Jew, whether a
descendant of Abraham or not, is the one who has his heart circumcised by the Spirit.
10. 3:1-9 Having made a bold claim in the previous chapter regarding the Jews and their standing
before God, Paul anticipates the questions and arguments that will be raised and seeks to
answer them in advance.
a. 3:1-2 Naturally the Jewish nation would feel themselves to be honored as they were God's
chosen people and even given a sign of promise in the circumcision. But if they didn't
receive any special favor because of these things, what beneﬁt or advantage is there to
circumcision or being a Jew at all? In fact being a Jew could be seen as a potential burden
for the unrepentant because they have received greater knowledge. (Luke 12:48)
i.

Paul's response is emphatic and for good reason. The Jews had been given the greatest
advantage and beneﬁt by their proximity to the word of God. For no other people in
history have been called out and instructed by God Himself until Christ died and
salvation was preached to the Gentiles. (Deut 4:8, 26:16-19)
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ii.

iii.

Israel in the Old Testament can be seen as a type of Christ's church today. In that as the
Jews had the privilege of God's revelation, Christianity has the beneﬁt and privilege of
the full revelation of God. And as the Jews had the sign of circumcision, Christians have
the sign of baptism. (Though it should be noted and observed from chapter 2 that such
a sign is no guarantee. He is not a Christian who is one outwardly, but one who is
inwardly born of the Spirit.)
To put it simply, if there was any advantage to be had in regards to salvation, the Jews
had it. The law was passed down and preserved through their ancestors, written in their
language. The prophets who spoke for God were born in their bloodline, and all the
prophecies and types from the old testament pointed to Christ. What beneﬁts do we
have today?

b. 3:3-4 If the Jews had all the advantages, yet most of them did not believe the gospel of
Christ, and as such would not inherit the promised salvation, does this make God a liar?
Absolutely not, in fact though every man agreed to falsehood, God would remain the
standard of truth.
i.

ii.

iii.

God has a special relationship with the Jews. He has called them to be a treasured
possession, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. This is undoubtedly a gift of grace
and what He has spoken will come to pass even if His words are not fully understood at
the time. But it should be understood that belief in His word is the baseline standard for
salvation. Not only this, but we are expected to heed His words, as He is the Almighty
Creator. And in no way can the disbelief of men invalidate His promise. (Exo 19:5-6, Deut
28)
"He is the Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are justice, a God of truth and
without injustice; Righteous and upright is He." God cannot lie. He promised the world
would be blessed through Abraham, He promised that David's offspring would inherit
the throne of his kingdom forever. The Jews were waiting for the messiah, but didn't
understand the full revelation of God and rejected the truth when it was revealed to
them. (Deut 32:4, Gen 12:3, 2 Sam 7:12-13, Isa 53:1-3, Heb 6:18))
It is a natural thing for men to lie and blame others, or even God, for their own
shortcomings. But with a proper understanding, we can take comfort knowing His word
is truth. As Psalm 51:4 is here quoted. In this verse David, understanding that the Lord is
righteous and just, having every right to condemn him, acknowledges his own guilt and
asks for mercy according to the loving-kindness of God. God will be vindicated no
matter the situation. The sooner we acknowledge this the better.

c. 3:5-6 There are some who might argue that God's righteousness is revealed all the more
clearly in contrast to our unrighteousness. And this is evidently so, but is God therefore
unjust for punishing us when our evil deeds actually bring Him more glory? Once again,
absolutely not. If this were the case then God would have no reason to judge us at all. (Rom
7:7, Gen 18:23-25, Eze 18:20)
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d. 3:7 "If my lies highlight His truth which actually brings Him glory, why am I still considered a
sinner?" Another similar argument made by unbelievers is that "if God is sovereign, he can
choose to save me, and if He doesn't, it's actually His own fault." Sinners will attempt to
justify themselves any way possible. But God commands us to repent of our
unrighteousness and to believe in His Son. When we attempt to shift the blame or discount
our sin it only makes things worse as our hearts become hardened. (Acts 17:30-31, 1 John
3:23, Pro 28:13-14)
e. 3:8 The logical conclusion to this line of thought must be that if our unrighteousness brings
God glory, then why not do evil so that God will continuously be gloriﬁed? Apparently the
apostles were accused of such a thing. (And I would here note that slander against God’s
people will be seen as a normal occurrence as Jesus said “if the world hates you, you know
that it hated Me before it hated you.”) It is true that God can use something evil planned by
men and turn it into something good as happened with Joseph and his brothers in the book
of Genesis. But the end does not justify the means. If such were the case we might be able
to thank Judas for betraying Jesus. But as Paul rightly concludes; "Their condemnation is
just."
f. 3:9 So what does all this mean? Are the Jews who held all the advantages, better than the
Gentiles? Not at all, as Paul has already made this apparent in the ﬁrst two chapters. Are
Christians better than the unrepentant? Absolutely not. Whether Jew or Gentile, Christian or
pagan, all have fallen under the taint of sin and are without excuse. The only hope of
salvation for anyone is to transfer all trust to Jesus Christ. (Acts 4:11-12)
11. 3:10-18 The depravity of man, sometimes referred to as the doctrine of total depravity, teaches
that mankind is sinful by nature and by practice. It does not mean that we are as sinful as we
possibly could be, but that sin has permeated every aspect of our lives to the point that no one
can live up to the holy standards of God and merit salvation on their own. And not only this, but
that without God’s grace it is impossible to even understand the seriousness of our offense or
need of salvation. (Gen 6:5, Psa 14:1-3, Eph 2:1-3)
a. 3:10-12 No one, but Jesus Christ has ever walked the earth in true righteousness. Though
there are men and women throughout the bible that have been called righteous or just, it is
only in comparison to other men and women by human standards. But by the holy
standards of God, none are righteous. "Be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect."
(Mat 5:48)
i.

(V10) There are none righteous - (Isa 64:6) Many people believe in the common good of
man, but we cannot do any good without the power and love of Christ. Even those who
appear to do good by giving to charity and or try to be helpful are doing so with a false
understanding and impure motive. For it is impossible to please God without
acknowledging Him in faith and repenting of our sins. (John 15:4-5, Gen 6:5, 8:21, Heb
11:6)
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ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

(V11) There are none who understand - (1 Cor 2:13-14) In order to understand the
spiritual things of God, we need His help. Because all thinking outside of Christ is vain
and deceitful and sinners actively suppress the truth for the love of their sins. (Rom 8:7,
John 3:19,10:26)
There are none who seek after God - (Rom 8:5-8, John 6:44) In the unsaved condition,
we are hostile towards God and slaves to sin. Left alone, we will ﬁnd all varieties of vice
and idols to usurp His rightful place in our hearts. This is why there is no room for
boasting, as Jesus makes it clear in John 6 that we cannot turn to God unless He calls
us to do so, which is a sovereign act of grace. (Rom 6:16-20, John 8:34, 1 John 4:19)
(V12) They have all turned aside and become unproﬁtable - (Rom 1:21-22 )When the
thoughts of man are not centered on God, everything becomes a practice in futility. The
more we sin, the more our hearts are hardened and the further from God we separate
ourselves. (Isa 53:6)
There is no one who does good - (Mat 19:16-17) This idea has already been presented in
verse 10, but there is a need to emphasize it once more because people naturally
believe themselves to be good. Though the reality is that we simply cannot do good as
criminals and felons against God because our hearts are against Him. God examines
the actions and intents of our hearts. If our motive does not begin with love for God, it
cannot be good. (pro 20:6, Ecc 7:20)
This list of indictments can be seen in a naturally ﬂowing presentation of logical fact. If
no one is righteous, then they cannot understand the righteousness of God. And if they
do not understand His righteousness, they will not seek after Him. If they do not seek
Him, they will turn aside to their own perverted thoughts where nothing proﬁtable can be
derived.

b. 3:13-18 Expanding on the utter sinfulness of man, Paul now uses parts of the human body,
originally designed for righteousness, to illustrate the evil aspects of sin that come natural
to us in word and deed.
i.

ii.

(V13) The throat as an open tomb; The Jews had strict laws concerning dead bodies. To
touch a dead body would make you unclean and therefore you must isolate yourself
from everyone else for a prescribed time. With this in mind, our throats are freely used
to give voice to the evilness inside of us. They are an open tomb exposing that which
deﬁles us, the overﬂow of our hearts, which as it were, are desperately wicked, full of
malice and cruelty. (Num 19:11-13, Jer 17:9, Mar 7:20-23)
(Jam 3:5-8) Our tongues are like a vicious animal. A lit match in a dry forest. An
untamable, unruly evil and full of poison. With it we practice deceit and bring harm to
others in a variety of ways. Unkind remarks, deliberate insults, slander, gossip not to
mention the harm we bring to ourselves by blaspheming God, using His name in vain
and making a mockery of truth. Those who use their tongues in this manner as a
practice, manifest themselves as children of the devil for he is the father of lies. (John
8:44)
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iii.

iv.

(V14) (Jam 3:9-12) As Christians, it is important to understand the seriousness of our
language. We know that God is holy and expects us to be holy. And it is from our hearts
that we speak. Therefore to be careless in this regard must be seen as sin. And when
we hear ourselves speaking in this manner, we should ask for God's forgiveness and
examine our hearts. Curse words are generally ﬁlthy and not representative of the Holy
Spirit within us.
(Eph 4:29-31) Bitterness: "a feeling of antagonism, hostility, or resentfulness". Is
another example that we are lacking in fellowship with God. For He is the divine
authority who gives us what we need and determines what we don't. If we are angry that
someone else received a promotion over us, or has something we do not, then we are
not giving God all due respect for His decisions. The story of Cain and Abel is a prime
example of the danger associated with bitterness. If we allow ourselves to harbor
bitterness, it sets the stage for what Paul follows with next. Violence towards others.
(Gen 4, 2 Cor 12:9-10, 1 Tim 6:6-9)

c. (V15-18) It is only natural that a depraved mind full of bitterness would turn to violence. Yet
Paul highlights the quickness with which we do so. It is said that patience is a virtue. And
while God is longsuffering, mankind is not. And history reveals the violence we are prone to
with countless wars for a wide range of reasons. Money, territory, religion, personal offense,
spite, revenge etc.. And the list goes on. On a smaller scale and in our personal lives, we
can see these things play out before us. Road rage that ends in violence. Domestic abuse.
Political disagreement. A sporting match that doesn't go your way. A sporting match that
does go your way. Mankind is quick to shed blood and destruction and misery cannot be
separated from this fact. World peace or an ideal utopia are spoken of at times, but without
the knowledge and fear of God, the idea become a nightmarish circle of violence and
reform as people try to make it happen. Quite simply, mankind is evil, miserable and
destructive because they do not reverently fear God.
12. 3:19-20 The ﬁnal conclusion in this argument is that all men are guilty under the law of God.
Therefore no one may be justiﬁed by the law, by the things they do because of the law, but
through the law we will gain knowledge of our sin.
a. (V19) Who is under the law? Is it the Jews only? If we turn back to 2:12 he says that "as
many as have sinned without the law will also perish without the law." But as he continues
in 2:14-15 he says in effect: though they do not have the written law, they prove to have the
law of God written in their hearts." Therefore all of mankind is under the law of God. And
when they are confronted with this law they can do nothing but shut up. For there is no
excuse to be made and all are guilty in the eyes of God.
b. (V20) Therefore as no one can claim innocence, no one can use the law as a means of
justiﬁcation. No matter what you have done because the law said to do it, or even in terms
of "good deeds", the law is and will be used to bring knowledge of your sin.
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