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1) Genesis 1:26-28--We find man and woman being created in the Image of God (Hebrew: tselem). The Image of God consists of capacity to relate to God, relate to fellow man, and relate to nature. In the innocent state, these are right relations.

2) Genesis 3:16-24--This is the fall of man. All three capacities listed in point 1 above are no longer properly able to be observed. The Image of God in man is not exactly as it was as a result. It would take God's redeeming work through Christ Jesus to fix that (Galatians 3:22).

3) Jesus Christ came as the Perfect God-Man, lived a perfect life, died, and rose again. This secured our redemption from sin. It is sin that causes us to mirror God's Image imperfectly. We cannot be a mirror if we are all sinners (Romans 3:23)

4) Jesus Christ is the perfect Image of God. He is called the "express Image" of God in Hebrews 1:3. Also see John 1:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:4. He qualifies because He has no sin nature (Hebrews 4:15).

5) We bear the Image of God as well, but imperfectly because we are sinners. Romans 8:29 says that God has chosen His elect--"those (He) foreknew"--to be conformed (Greek: symmorphous meaning literally 'changed into the same as') to the Image (eikon) of God's Son. Again in 2 Corinthians 3:18, we "are being transformed into His Likeness with ever increasing glory". We are a work in progress on this earth. The example I used is that we might be on Christ's wavelength 40% of today but we should try for 41% tomorrow. We cannot fully bear His Image now because our sin cannot mirror His Holiness. Both of these Scriptures teach that the goal of the Christian life is to be conformed more and more into the Image of Christ. Also see Colossians 3:9-10, Ephesians 4:22-24, and Romans 12:1-2.

6) Although God's purpose has begun here now, we will not be fully like Jesus in the sense of mirroring His Image until we are glorified. See 1 Corinthians 15:49, Phillipians 3:21, and 1 John 3:2. In our glorified state, we will be like Him. PRAISE GOD!
