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The purpose of this manuscript is to address the questions as to whether or not the Jehovah’s Witnesses qualify as a Christian denomination, and if they do not, whether they qualify as a cult. The purpose of this paper is not to seek to judge, condemn, or belittle people who may have been involved in this group, but instead to lead them into the Truth and freedom that Jesus Christ offers (John 8:36). We will see that their unorthodox and blasphemous doctrine clearly places them outside the bounds of Christianity. If a cult is a group of people gathered around unorthodox doctrine(s) and specific person(s) which uses coercive measures of one form or another to keep people in the ‘system’, the Witnesses clearly meet that definition as well. 


First, we will address the doctrine of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Nicene Creed is perhaps the best known standard for orthodox Christian doctrine. It was written in the fourth century not only to define the faith in a clear and concise way but also to respond to heretics that were teaching that Jesus was not fully divine, denying the Virgin Birth, amongst other things. Anyone who rejects the basic teachings of the Creed as a result has ‘unorthodox doctrine’. We will now examine some of the theological beliefs of the Witnesses that are clearly in opposition to the teachings of Scripture point by point.

1) The Trinity:  God is affirmed to be One in the Scriptures (Deuteronomy 6:4). In that verse, however, the plural form of God (Elohim) is used. Again, in the Creation account, God refers to Himself as “Us” (Genesis 1:26). In the Great Commission, believers are told to baptize in the “Name” (singular—notice it does not say ‘names’) “of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). Just because we cannot fully understand the Mind of God does not make this doctrine untrue. However, the Jehovah’s Witnesses ascribe the doctrine of the Trinity to Satan because it seems unreasonable to them (Let God be True, page 101).
2) The Deity of Christ:  Jesus Christ is affirmed by Scripture to be eternal (Micah 5:2; John 1:1-3) and One with the Father (John 10:30). The Jehovah’s Witnesses in their New World Translation mistranslate John 1:1 to read that the “Word was a god”. There is no warrant for the insertion of the word “a” into that phrase, as any respectable Greek scholar will tell you. They also play word games to get around John 10:30. However, the clincher is John 8:58, when Jesus invokes the Divine Name “I AM” with regard to Himself. The fact that this was clearly understood this way by His hearers is evident by the fact that the next thing they did was picked up stones to stone Him for blasphemy. We also see the Deity of Christ clearly affirmed in Hebrews 1:3 in reference to the Son of God’s role in Creation. Jesus is called the “exact representation” of the Father. He could be called that because they both are of a Divine Nature. The final verse we will look at—there are many more—is Hebrews 1:8 in which God the Father calls Jesus Christ “God”.
3) The Holy Spirit:  The Holy Spirit is affirmed by Scripture to be God and has the characteristics of a Person. He is omniscient, can be lied to, and is active in the lives of believers (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:10-11; 1 Corinthians 12). The Jehovah’s Witnesses deny not only His Deity but also His Personhood, calling Him a “force”.
4) The Resurrection:  Jesus Christ is truly resurrected from the dead and reigning in heaven, someday to be present to rule the earth (Acts 7:55-56; Revelation 19:16). The Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that the Resurrection was in essence a ‘re-creation’ because they see Jesus as a created spirit being of the angelic order. In fact, they argue that He is none other than the Archangel Michael (Watchtower, 12/15/84, page 29). However, Jesus is set apart as distinct from angels in Scripture (Hebrews 1:5). It is also said that no angel will rule the world, and Jesus Christ will surely do that (Hebrews 2:5).
5) Salvation by Grace:  Salvation is by grace through faith, with works to follow (Ephesians 2:8-10). It is through belief in the Work and Promises of Jesus Christ (John 3:16). Salvation cannot be lost (John 10:28). The Jehovah’s Witnesses, like most if not all cults, subscribe to a faith plus works method of salvation saying such things as “immortality is a reward for faithfulness” (Let God be True, page 74).
6) Second Coming:  The Second Coming will follow the Tribulation period and will be visible to all (Matthew 24:29-31; Acts 1:11; Revelation 1:7). Therefore, we can be confident that He has not yet come. Yet the Jehovah’s Witnesses say that “He has already arrived and is here”, having arrived invisibly in 1914 (Let God be True, page 198). We are told by Scripture not to believe such false prophets (Matthew 24:23-28).
7) Immortality of the Soul and the Existence of Hell:  The immortality of the soul as existing in either heaven or hell for eternity is clearly taught in Scripture (Isaiah 66:24; Matthew 25:41; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 21:8). Hell is a real place with real fire and real torment. The Witnesses deny that, instead saying that the souls of the lost will cease to exist, a false doctrine known as annhialationism.
8) Kingdom of Heaven:  The Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that the 144,000 witnesses of Revelation 7 will reign with Christ as priest and kings in the Millennial Kingdom. There are two major problems with that and not a few minor ones. We will address the major ones. First, the 144,000 are Jews and we know that because they are broken down according to their membership in the twelve tribes of Israel. Second, Revelation 7:9 says that “no man could number” the multitude worshipping in the very presence of God.
Secondly, we will look at some of the evidences that lead us to conclude that Jehovah’s Witnesses is a cult. The doctrine described clearly does not line up with Scripture on several major points. Moreover, the group was originally led by one man (Charles Taze Russell) and is now led by the Watchtower Society, which is supposedly infallible on spiritual matters of faith including biblical interpretation and theology. It is also worthy of note that it is forbidden for birthdays and holidays to be celebrated, there are to be no associations outside the group except in strictly prescribed ways, and anyone who leaves is shunned and socially and emotionally ostracized.
In conclusion, I urge you on this matter as in all matters to test the spirits and the teaching to see if it matches up with the Word of God (Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1). The way to do that is to continually be in the Scriptures and in prayer, and receptive to God’s leading as to how to put these truths into practice in your life (John 17:17). In these ways, you will know both intellectually and experientially how to discern good from evil, and truth from error. May God bless you today as you seek His Face. Amen and Amen.
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