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A companion paper to the sermon delivered March 11th, 2012                                 at Firm Foundation Christian Church, Woonsocket, RI

“…consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus…and let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works”                     (Hebrews 3:1, 10:24; NKJV) All Scripture quoted is from the NKJV Bible.

One of the proofs of the inspiration of the Bible is the remarkable parallels and agreement found within it, and two examples of this come to mind in relation to our text. The Ten Commandments speak to love of God first, and love of neighbor second (Exodus 20). Jesus’ summation of the Old Testament is also consistent in both theme and sequence. When asked what the greatest Commandment is, Jesus affirms that it is love of God first, and love of neighbor second (Mark 12:29-30; Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18). The writer of Hebrews gives us two things to consider, or make a thorough and careful investigation of (Greek: katanoeo). We are to consider Christ Jesus and we are also to consider one another.

First, let us consider Christ Jesus. Let us thoroughly investigate Who He Is. The depths of the Son of God and the things relating to Him far exceed the depth of Lake Baikal (the deepest lake in the world, located in Russia)! “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out” (Romans 11:33)! A careful study of the Son of God could not be completed in an eternity, but nevertheless we are to consider Christ Jesus. Consider the holiness of Christ! “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). He is sinless, and cannot stand to have sin in His presence. This is why Jesus offers us His righteousness—that we might be allowed entrance into heaven where God is (2 Corinthians 5:21). Consider the availability of Christ Jesus! He sits on the “throne of grace” (Hebrews 4:16) awaiting your arrival right now, dear friend. On what basis do we obtain such favor from the Potentate of the Universe? Jesus has completed His priestly work, being “offered once” (Hebrews 9:28) to bear your sins. Today, He is not idle. Rather, He strains His ears in earnest expectation of the cry of needy sinners such as you and I; being prepared to advocate and intercede for His people. Consider Christ Jesus in light of the titles He is known by in the Bible. In our text, He is called “Apostle and High Priest”. Jesus is called “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (Revelation 19:16). Christ is “the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last” (Revelation 22:13). Consider Christ Jesus in His Power which knows no bounds! Consider Christ Jesus with a view to His perfect love which casts out fear and offers hope! Consider Christ Jesus and His patience with you! Let us take note of the manner after which we might consider each of His attributes, or characteristics. Consider Christ Jesus and His faithfulness in light of His perfect example! “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24). “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13). Has not the Son of God proven by His actions that He will go to great lengths to make the way of salvation possible? He entered into humanity as a baby, lived a sinless life yet died for sinners, rose from the dead, and ascended into heaven (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). How much more so will He accomplish your glorification, o ye of little faith! Consider the fact that Christ Jesus never failed to live up to His promises, and He never wavered in His mission. Mighty God could do no less. Fence-sitter, unbeliever, these words should encourage you to make haste in seeking Him at once. Considering His claims demands a decision, for this is matter of spiritual life and death and not merely an intellectual exercise. Christian, I suppose you are much encouraged by these words thus far. Now is the time to walk the walk.

Let us consider one another. It is all too common, even in the church, to consider one another negatively. Before making our point here, let us speak with regard to the sin of negative consideration, or fault finding. We read in the record concerning the patriarch (Job) that Satan considers the saints of God with a view to blaspheming God and destroying their testimony (Job 1:8). The Christian responds with revulsion (extremely strong disgust) to the idea of selling his or her soul to the devil. Why then do so many who profess the Name of Christ Jesus volunteer in his service by incessantly finding faults in the people of God and His church? To be sure, we do not compromise with regard to calling sin what it is—sin. But we must not go out of our way to impute sin back upon those for whom Christ Jesus died!  We are enjoined in our text to make a careful and thorough investigation of one another for a positive purpose: “in order to stir up love and good works”. We cannot begin to do so without considering Christ Jesus first and His example, for He Himself said: “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you” (John 13:15). “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). He put on the cloak of humility, for “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:28). Christians should both in heart and in action be continually “bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do” (Colossians 3:13). We consider one another in putting our spiritual gifts (e.g. encouragement, mercy, faith, teaching...Note: Some of the spiritual gifts, such as prophecy and tongues, are not in use in the church today because their purpose was fulfilled already—see my paper ‘Spiritual Gifts’ for a detailed argument from Scripture) to use for the benefit of others, not expecting anything in return (1 Corinthians 12-14). The primary context in which we can use the gifts that God has given us to benefit others is the local church (Hebrews 10:25). Consider one another! The common lot of man is rejoicing and weeping, and usually much more of the latter. Therefore, “rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15). In doing so, consider one another for the purpose of encouraging them to consider Christ, who will never abandon any of His children in the hour of need. 

Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit. Consider Christ Jesus, and consider one another, that you might be found continually in fellowship with God. 
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